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RECORD OF DISCUSSION OF THE SEMINAR ON AIRLINES CRASH LIABILITIES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KERALA HIGH COURT'S JUDGMENTS WITH REGARD TO MANGALORE CRASH AND RECENT CAG REPORT ON AIR INDIA ON FRIDAY, 23RD SEPTEMBER, 2011 AT 3.00 PM AT SEMINAR HALL NO.2, NEW BUILDING, INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, 40, MAX MUELLER MARG, NEW DELHI
List of those who attended is at Annexure 1

Mr. V. Subramanium, former Financial Advisor to Ministry of Civil Aviation and Member – Board of Directors, Air India, initiated the discussion by discussing the issues which came up in the CAG Report including items like ordering of aircrafts and amalgamation. Issues of liberal bilateral being given away was also discussed. There was a general discussion on the subject, details of which are not being recorded for reasons of privacy of individuals. 

Shri Anil Arora, Director, Ace Insurance Brokers Pvt. Ltd., who is handling the Air India Mangalore Crash Victims compensation on behalf of Clyde & Co. of UK, a UK based Law Firm and he also gave a presentation on the Kerala High Court’s Single Bench Judgment and thereafter setting aside of the same judgment by the Division Bench of Kerala High Court. 
It was pointed out that the Single Bench Judgment was flawed and was set aside. The discussion then veered around Montreal Convention, 1999 and our Carriage By Air Act 1972, Schedule 3. He informed that about 78 cases have been settled and about 88 cases are yet to be settled. 
The highest compensation so far paid has been Rs.7.70 Crores and the lowest Rs.25.00 Lacs. The average compensation is coming to around Rs.80.00 Lacs. He explained the difficulties in arriving at the compensation and bringing various claimants of a victim together. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to chair. 

(Sanat Kaul)

Chairman

Annexure 1
	S. No.
	Name/Designation/Company

	1
	Ajay Kumar, Civil Aviation Specialist (South Asia) FAA

	2
	Swati Rangachari, Communications Director, Boeing Commercial Airlines

	3
	Raj Nanda, Shakat Group & formerly of Air India

	4
	Ranjana Kaul , Partner, Dua Associates 

	5
	V. Subramanian , Former Addl. Sec. FAA & Sec. Non-Conventional Energy Resources

	6
	Dinesh Keskar, Country Head, Boeing 

	7
	Deepak Batra

	8
	S.M. Batra, former Commissioner of Civil Aviation Security 

	9
	Naresh Pande, Journalist 

	10
	Saroj K. Datta, Executive Director, Jet Airways 

	11
	Devendra B. Gupta, Prof. National Council of Applied Economic Research

	12
	Anil Arora, Director, Ace Insurance Brokers Pvt. Ltd.

	13
	Sanat Kaul, Chairman, IFFAAD

	14
	Anindya Upadhyay, Correspondent Civil Aviation Economic Times


