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IFFAAD INDIA ANNOUNCES A FIVE DAY WORKSHOP CUM CONFERENCE FROM 2ND – 6TH DECEMBER, 2011 IN COLLABORATION WITH INSTITUTE OF AIR & SPACE LAW (IASL), MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL, CANADA, AND NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY (NLU), DELHI 

A Memorandum of Agreement has been signed between the above three parties on 5th May, 2011 to hold in Delhi the following two functions relating to Air & Space Law: - 

1.
Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th December, 2011 - Workshop

2.
Monday 5th – Tuesday 6th December, 2011 - International Conference. 

IASL will bring in about 7-8 academics both for the Workshop and Conference and NLU will provide a number of students and invite academics from Indian Universities. IFFAAD will invite Govt. and Commercial Aviation Sector. Further speakers and students from abroad and speakers from International Law Firms and ICAO are also expected. This unique combination will be highly beneficial for the Aviation Sector. The Conference will also provide many occasions for interaction between the academics, industries and Govt. 

This is for early information. Details of the programme will be put up in due course.  

DETAILED BACKGROUND OF THE THREE INSTITUTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: - 

INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR AVIATION, AEROSPACE & DEVELOPMENT, DELHI and MONTREAL  

Founded as a non-profit organization in 2005, the International Foundation for Aviation and Development (IFFAAD),   a non-government organization, is incorporated and has its seat in Montreal, host city of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Air Transport Association (IATA). Montreal has also been the world capital of aviation for more than fifty years. The initiative for the Foundation originated from Dr. Sanat Kaul, the then Representative of India to the Council of ICAO who became the first Chairman and is currently heading the India Chapter in New Delhi. IFFAAD is proud to have Dr. Assad Kotaite former President of the ICAO Council as its Governor Emeritus and Dr. Charles Bédard a former permanent representative of Canada to ICAO as its co-founder and present Chairman. IFFAAD (India Chapter) is incorporated as a non-government organization in India and has head office in New Delhi.    

The idea of IFFAAD was born in view of the exponential growth of the aviation sector globally and its immense symbiotic impact on development.  As such it was felt that it was the right time to establish an independent ‘think tank’ which could provide fresh and new approaches on how to deal with the critical issues related to growth of aviation worldwide; on how to ensure the safety and security of the aviation industry; on solutions that could mitigate adverse impact of aviation on the environment; and on how to achieve overall, inclusive and sustainable development consequent to the rapid growth of international civil aviation. In addition to offering new perspectives on critical issues, IFFAAD also provides consultancy services on a wide spectrum of cross sector issues arising out of aviation and development attended thereto. 

IFFAAD, Montreal and Delhi, brings synergy to its efforts because each can draw upon its international team of experts to address issues.  IFFAAD is an important focal point (independent think-tank) for the exchange of ideas and promotion of public interest in aviation and development worldwide. In particular it encourages cooperation between various interested sectors, such as tourism, industry, commerce and social development and fosters a constructive dialogue amongst policy makers (governments, industries, international organizations, et al.) universities, professionals, students and individuals. Since its creation, IFFAAD has organized several conferences, seminars, workshops, etc. on critical and contemporary issues related to aerospace industry.  (For more information, visit: http://www.iffaadindia.org/  AND http://www.aviationdevelopment.org/eng/ )

INSTITUTE OF AIR & SPACE LAW, MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL
As it celebrates its 60th birthday this year, McGill University's Institute of Air and Space Law (IASL) looks back on a rich history of education, public service and scholarship. Its graduates possess the highest quality educational experience in Air and Space Law available anywhere in the world and today they serve in some of the highest legal positions in the bar, the industry, and governmental institutions in some 120 nations around the world. 

Institute of Air and Space Law is world's leading educational and research program in Air and Space Law as it contributes a rich body of research, scholarship, and educational programs to the profession. The Institute brings together some of the world’s premiere experts in Air and Space Law under one roof for research, informal discussions, class lectures, seminars and conferences. In 1996, the Institute of Air and Space Law was the proud recipient of the ICAO’s prestigious Edward Warner Award for its ground breaking achievements.  The Award is recognized throughout the world as the greatest single honour the international civil aviation community can bestow, for its importance is derived from the fact that it is given by ICAO on behalf of its over 180 Member States.  (For more information visit: http://www.mcgill.ca/iasl/ )

The objectives of the Institute of Air & Space Law are to:

· Educate the next generation of air and space lawyers to serve the needs of the air and space community worldwide. The IASL’s educational emphasis is graduate in character and international in scope.  By sending the IASL graduates far and wide with a solid educational background, McGill has facilitated that important objective of worldwide law harmonization.

· Offer IASL students the best graduate education in Air and Space Law available anywhere in the world.   The Institute constantly strives to improve its educational programme. It has designed a curriculum relevant to the needs of its graduates, to provide a base of relevant practical and theoretical information and analytical and communications skills to enable its graduates to perform their professional duties proficiently.

· Publish interdisciplinary research valuable to governmental and multinational institutions, the airline and aerospace industries, and the legal profession. Since 1976, the IASL Centre for Research in Air & Space Law has published the Annals of Air & Space Law as well as books, reports, studies, and conference proceedings; the IASL faculty publishes widely in other legal periodicals as well. Our faculty also assists international organizations and governmental institutions in their efforts to advance Air and Space Law and policy.

· Serve the professional educational needs of the aviation and space law bar. The IASL’s workshops, conferences and seminars are attended by legal practitioners, government officials, industry leaders and professors from around the world. Over the years, the Institute has been visited by delegates from many nations seeking cutting edge information on emerging developments in Air and Space Law.

NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, DELHI

National Law University, Delhi, established in 2008 by Act No.1 of 2008 of National Capital Territory of Delhi and with the initiative of High Court of Delhi, is another Law University in the list of premier law Universities established in India. The vision of the University is to create a Global Legal Institution which will compete with the best outside India and to prepare Lawyers for a legal career that introduces them to wide range of opportunities in legal profession across the globe. The University's State of Art infrastructure at Sector 14, Dwarka, New Delhi consists of all facilities for best of learning, research and outreach activities. The University initially offers a 5-year integrated B.A., LL.B (Hons.) Degree Programme with effect from the Academic Year 2008-09 starting in August, 2008.

Globalization is a challenge and also an opportunity in the present times. We require the convergence of Economics, Technology and Law. India had a long history of business and technology. The potential has been unleashed through the process of liberalization. Yet the smooth sailing requires the compass called Rule of Law. India has established itself as a democracy which is a success on the macro participative process of governance. Yet, there are other crucial issues of internal dimension.

There is a complex task of assimilation of the fractured social classes for centuries in such participation. Cumulative economic progress needs to reach the various layers to create a development index which is fair and equitable. Most importantly a transparent and speedy justice administration system reinforces the faith in Rule of Law.

The National Law University endeavours to make legal education as justice education, as an instrument of social, political and economic change, and to prepare lawyers who will be competent in the art of advocacy both at the trial and the appellate level and also skilled in judicial administration. Mahatma Gandhi said, "We must become the change we want to see in the world." The students of the National Law University, Delhi, are educated to be agents of change as the country mandates to achieve its developmental goals for future generations. The primary mission of the University is to create lawyers who will be professionally competent, technically sound and socially relevant, and will not only enter the Bar and the Bench but also be equipped to address the imperatives of the new millennium and uphold the Constitution of India. (For more information visit: http://www.nludelhi.ac.in/
OBJECTIVE OF THE CONFERENCE 

Asia is the fastest growing aviation market in the world, and India is an integral driver of that robust growth. In addition, India has become a major space-faring nation which offers (and needs) world class facilities and products that could be supplied and used by India and Canada for mutually beneficial purposes. Information and knowledge about laws and regulations related to aviation and space activities are essential to capitalize on the economic opportunities being created in this part of the world. It is for the purpose of dissimilating the necessary information and knowledge that the planned activities are being undertaken.  

The three above described organizations have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (enclosed) to conduct a three day international workshop and a two day international conference in Delhi from 2nd to 6th Dec. 2011. The main purpose is to engage and bring together the community of academics, commercial companies and their CEOs and Senior Government functionaries to interact and discuss current issues of aviation and space especially for the fast growing market in India. It also seeks to locate the vacuum in area where there is a need for both technical cooperation and direct investment. It also seeks to look into the aspect of foreign direct investment policies, regulatory regime in air & space, consider all aspects of security and environment which is a concern to governments and industries.

The International Conference will be addressing contemporary issues in the field of air transport, Aviation Law and regulation of space activities. It is designed for aviation executives and lawyers who already have expertise in these fields, and seek an update on what is new, current, and relevant to today’s air transportation environment, or those who have taken the introductory Workshop. The conference will be academic cum commercially oriented and will provide a platform for interaction between academic, government representatives. The conference will give special emphasis on Indo-Canadian collaborative research and agreements between stake holders. It is also expected that the Canadian Aerospace Industry will also take part and participate in the conference and meet with the leaders of Indian industry, academic and government. Companies like Bombardier, Bell Helicopter, Pratt & Whitney, Canadian Space Agency which are leaders in their filed in Canada will participate. On the Indian side we expect Hindustan Aeronautic Ltd., NAL, ISRO, Mahindra Aerospace, Tata companies in Aviation and other players to also participate. One of the objectives of the conference would be to provide a platform for greater economic development, competitiveness and collaboration between various participants. One of the issues which will be brought to fore will be the environment issues relating to aviation and space activities.

The Conference will be preceded by Workshop which is designed to introduce the participant to the basic principles of air transportation, aviation law and regulation of space activities. It is designed to be useful to lawyers and law students new to the fields, as well as airline and airport managers and government officials.
Papers will be invited from all concerned for presentation in the conference and at the end of the conference, a book may be published including the conference papers (after editing) or they may be placed on the websites of the three partners for free downloads by anyone.

Expected outcome

Apart from creating awareness and networking, the conference expects collaborative armaments between Canadian and Indian aviation and space industries. It may be noted that there already exists a MOU (enclosed) for cooperation between the McGill Institute of Air and Space law and the National Law University of Delhi and the planned activities will further strengthen academic relations between Canadian and Indian academic institutions. They may also lead to greater and general economic cooperation between the two countries.  

List of Speakers (to be expanded later)
1)  Prof. Paul Dempsey, Director and Prof. Air & Space Law, McGill University, Montreal.

2) Prof. Ram Jakhu, Prof. Space Law, McGill University, Montreal.

3) Dr. Sanat Kaul, Chairman, IFFAAD (India Chapter), Delhi.
4) Prof. Ludwig Weber, Prof. Air Law, McGill University, Montreal.
5) Prof. Armand de Mestral, Prof. Air and International Law, McGill University, Montreal.

6) Mr. Mohammed Elamiri, ICAO, Montreal. 

7) Mr. R. Aberatyne, ICAO, Montreal. 

8) Prof. V.S. Mani, Jaipur.

9) Dr. Ranjana Kaul, Advocate, specializing in Space Law, Delhi.
10) Mr. Stephan Eriksson, Advocate, Sweden.
11) Mr. Urban Olson, Advocate, Sweden.

12) Dr. Yaw Nyampong, Post Doc, Air and Space Law, McGill University, Montreal. 
13) Ms. Diane Howard, Ph.D. Student, McGill University, Montreal.
14) Prof. Saligram Bhatt, Jawahar Lal Nehru University, Delhi.

15) Mr. Niki Ehler, Advocate Specializing in Air Law, Germany.

