CONFERENCE REPORT
The Third Workshop and International Conference on Emerging Trends in Aviation and Space Applications: Legal, Safety and Policy Issues was jointly organised by the Institute of Air and Space Law, McGill University, International Foundation for Aviation, Aerospace & Development (India Chapter) and the National Law University, Delhi from 25 – 29 April, 2012 at New Delhi, India to commemorate the centenary of Indian aviation. The event was sponsored with the help of generous funding from Boeing, Erin J.C. Arsenault Trust Fund and Sarin Foundation.
The event welcomed a congregation of eminent lawyers, industry professionals, government officials and academic experts in aviation and space transportation from twelve countries – India, Canada, USA, Australia, Switzerland, Sweden, France, Indonesia, Taiwan, Nepal, Uganda and Sri Lanka. It aimed to serve as a platform for interaction among leading authorities in the field of aviation and space applications industry, government personnel, academicians, technological, and legal experts. It enabled them to engage in a highly intellectual and pragmatic discourse on contemporary cutting-edge issues in aviation and space technology, business, law and policy.
A two-day workshop preceding the Conference was designed to introduce the participants to the fundamental principles of aviation law, regulation of space activities, and norms of air and space transportation by the distinguished faculty members of the Institute of Air and Space Law, McGill University. It was attended by students as well as government officials, especially from the aviation sector of various countries including Canada, Nepal, Uganda and Singapore.
The Conference commenced on 27 April 2012 with opening remarks from Dr. S.S. Sidhu, former Secretary General of the International Civil Aviation Organisation as the chief guest. The panellists put forth their views and examined issues pertaining to airline liability and insurance, financing of foreign direct investment in airlines, airports, emerging environmental issues and aviation security. A gala dinner was organised for the delegates at the conclusion of the first day of the conference.
During the course of the second day, the topics discussed and debated related to air navigation services, emerging issues in commercial space, liberalisation of air transport, aviation safety and space security followed by a concluding panel on regional aviation infrastructure in India. The expert panel acknowledged the challenge of development of law to keep pace with rapid technological advancements in the aerospace transportation industry.
The final day of the Conference witnessed presentations made by 28 enthusiastic students from various Indian Universities.  Following their presentations, the students received feedback and suggestions for further improvement from the moderators of their sessions. They were also presented with certificates of participation at the Conference.
The organisers wish to express their gratitude to the delegates for their significant intellectual contribution, the event sponsors for their financial support and the volunteers for their logistical assistance which facilitated the successful culmination of the event.
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