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RECORD OF DISCUSSION OF THE SEMINAR HELD FOR SHRI E.K. BHUSHAN, DGCA BY IFFAAD ON 14.12.2010 AT 5.00 P.M. AT INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE
List of those who attended is at Annexure 1

The meeting started with a welcome address by the Chairman Dr. Sanat Kaul. In his address, he mentioned that IFFAAD started as a think tank in Montreal, Canada and India’s Chapter was set up in 2007. It has held several seminars and conferences and has taken up not so popular issues like compensation, liability, safety etc. He felt that a close coordination with the DGCA was important for IFFAAD and also perhaps for DGCA as both can benefit from it. 

The discussion then went around on the issue the of ticket pricing. One of the members stated that there is no need for DGCA to intervene in the ticket pricing as airlines have to take both the good and the bad to meet their cost and make some profit. While the Airlines of India have suffered huge losses in the recent past, the government has not provided any assistance. However, other members stated that this is not the correct way of looking at it and DGCA has responsibility under Rule 135 of the Aircraft Rules to look into aspects of excessive, predatory prices and oligopolistic tendencies. While prices may be determined by the airlines depending on the demand and supply of the situation, the DGCA has to form its own system to monitor excessive and predatory prices as well as oligopolistic tendencies. The issue of oligopolistic tendencies in the Indian Airlines was discussed. It was felt that such tendencies have crept up in the past and perhaps also in the present situation. 
It was further stated that with the coming of the Low Cost Carriers (LCC) there was a divide between full service and LCC. LCC model has broken the price settings being followed earlier but in the present circumstance of high ticket prices, this is, perhaps, no more valid as it has been found that LCC are charging even higher than full service carriers. It has also been reported in the press that a large number of seats in the airlines are going vacant in spite of the high prices which does give an indication of some oligopolistic tendency. 
In his address, the DGCA stated that while he is new to the office, he is fully aware of these issues and he is looking into the various aspects of the sudden price increase. He also stated that after the government intervention, prices have come down substantially. 
He also stated that he would like to meet with IFFAAD in future also. 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to chair. 

(Sanat Kaul)

Chairman

Annexure 1
	S. No.
	Name/Designation/Company



	1
	Mr. Satendra Singh, former DGCA 

	2
	Prof D.B. Gupta, NCAER

	3
	Dr. Ranjana Kaul, Partner, Dua Associates

	4
	Mr. Vijay Handa, Indigo

	5
	Mr. Anil Goyal, former Commercial Director, Indian Airlines 

	6
	Mr. Vijay Pande, CMD Vij Jyoti 

	7
	Mr. Richard Coppmair, India-EU Aviation Project

	8
	Mr. Subhash Goyal, Chairman, Stic Group

	9
	Mr. R. Srinivasan, Sr. Instructor, Bird Academy

	10
	Ms. Nitika Prashar, Manager, Bird Academy

	11
	Dr. Chandra, Chief  Mentor, Bird Academy

	12
	Mrs. Nandini Verma, UB Group 

	13
	Mr. Arnaud Toupet, Aeronautics & Civil Aviation Attache, Embassy of France in India

	14
	Prof. Arun K. Gairola, University of Applied Sciences, Wuerzburg – Schweinfurt, Germany 

	15
	Dr. Sanat Kaul, Chairman, IFFAAD

	16
	Mrs. Radha Bhatia, Treasurer, IFFAAD

	17
	Mr. Naresh Pande, Journalist 

	18
	Mr. B.S. Arun, Deccan Herald


